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Spectres of Shortwave
Amanda Dawn Christie
↘ Opening on November 15 at 7 pm

↘ The gallery is open from Tuesday to Saturday from noon to 5 pm and until 7 pm on Thursdays

Here, we are looking at notions 

of transmission, from the most 

elementary sense of “transmitting a 

message”, right up to its various 

technological manifestations. Amanda 

Dawn Christie, Omar Elhamy & Casper 

Wolski, and Thomas Kneubühler 

treat the importance of means of 

communication — of transmitting — 

on both the geopolitical and human 

levels. By taking as our anchor 

point the word transmit, whose 

etymology is closer to pathway than 

it is to send, we can also consider 

terms such as transfer, transcribe, 

transit, transpose and ultimately 

transform, and thereby examine how 

movements in time and space act on 

those who experience them.

This documentary features the 
marshland in Sackville (New 
Brunswick) where, until 2014, the 
Radio Canada International shortwave 
site was located. From World War 
II and through the Cold War, this 
site broadcasted shortwave radio, 
an accessible and affordable means 
of communication that also had a 
personal and at times, strange 
impact on those living in its midst.

If you want to experience this work as a 
radio piece you can borrow a radio in our 
office and take a walk in the Champs des 
Possibles where you can tune in.

Screening room

© Amanda Dawn Christie, Spectres of Shortwave (2016)

Originally from Moncton (New 

Brunswick), Amanda Dawn Christie is an 

interdisciplinary artist who works with 

video, photography, performance, sound, 

and electronics. She obtained an MFA from 

Simon Fraser University and currently 

resides in Montréal where she works as 

an Assistant Professor of Intermedia 

(Video, Performance, and Electronics) 

at Concordia University. Whether 

through performance or image, her work 

explores the body and it’s relationship 

to technology. Christie has presented 

her work and performances in several 

galleries across North America and her 

films have been shown internationally 

and at numerous festivals (Cannes, 

Netherlands, South Korea). She has had 

solo exhibitions at various venues, 

including the Galerie d’art Louise-et-

Reuben-Cohen (Moncton, 2014), Centre 

CLARK (Montréal, 2012), Latitude 53 

(Edmonton, 2015), and PAVED Arts 

(Saskatoon, 2014), among others.
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Spectres of Shortwave 
(2016) — 120 min. 

Schedule : noon / 2 pm / 4 pm*

* on Thursdays 

Credits :

Voices : JJ Bear, Paul Edouard Bourque, 
Paul Cant, Marcel Cantin, Andrée 
Charron, Bertholet Charron, Amanda 
Dawn Christie, Janet Crawford, Alex 
Fancy, Margaret Fancy, Layton Fisher, 
Suzanne Gaudet, Demien Hammock, Virgil 
Hammock, Pauline Harborne, Joe Knockwood, 
Robert Ladriere, Gino LeBlanc, Dorothy 
Meldrum, Kirk Meldrum, Sharon Meldrum, Wynn 
Meldrum, Mark Montgomery, Dave Mundle, Radio 
Spectrum Scans, John Rose, Fred 
Squire, Gilbert Sewell

Producer: Amanda Dawn Christie    

Cinematographer/Camera operator: Amanda Dawn 
Christie 

Camera assistants: Hilary Cantin, Cédric 
Chabuel, Melanie Chiasson

Sound recordings: Amanda Dawn Christie, Ryan 
Hillier, Nathan Jones, Rob Tough

Radio Spectrum Recordings: Amanda Dawn 
Christie, Thomas Witherspoon

Marshland Bird Recordings: Bird Studies 
Canada

Chant:  Electromagnetic Spectrum from the 
performance The Begending of the Universe, 
recorded by Amanda Dawn Christie at Viva Art 
Action!

Sound design: Bruno Bélanger, Amanda Dawn 
Christie

Colour correction: Sylvain Cossette

Sound mix: Bruno Bélanger

English to French translations: Marc 
Gauthier, Mathieu Bélanger, Elisabeth Olga 
Tremblay

French to English translations: Amanda Dawn 
Christie

Subtitling: Trans & Sub Co-Op

Made with the support of: Canada Council 
for the Arts, New Brunswick Arts Board, 
Linda Joy Media Arts Society, Shaw Media-Hot 
Docs Completion Funds, National Film Board 
Canada’s Filmmakers Assistance Program

© Amanda Dawn Christie, Spectres of Shortwave 
(2016)

This exhibition was prepared for Dazibao by 
France Choinière, in close collaboration with 
the artists and Dazibao’s advisory committee. 
Dazibao thanks the artists for their generous 
collaboration. 

Dazibao receives financial support from the 
Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec, 
the Canada Council for the Arts, the Conseil 
des arts de Montréal, the Ministère de la 
Culture et des Communications and the Ville 
de Montréal. 
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This Artist Made a Radio Out of a Kitchen Sink

Amanda Dawn Christie’s work commemorates the fading glory of
shortwave radio

By Stephen Cass

Photo: Vincent Lafrance

Amanda Dawn Christie, pictured with her
radio cello.
Artful Airwaves: 

or marble. 
 works in radio. Not radio in the sense of

performing on air. But radio in the sense of the giant
cultural and technological phenomenon that is
broadcasting, and specifically shortwave broadcasting.

Some artists work in oils, say,  Amanda
Dawn Christie

For decades, shortwave was the only way to reach a global
audience in real time. Broadcasters such as the 

 and  used it to project “
.” But as the Internet grew, interest in shortwave

diminished.

BBC World
Service Voice of America soft
power

Christie’s art draws from shortwave’s history, representing
it in sculpture, performance, photography, and film. Her
focus is the life of the  (RCI)
transmitter complex, located in Sackville, New Brunswick,
near Christie’s hometown. The transmitter was in
operation from the 1940s until 2012. “Those towers were
always just a part of the landscape that I grew up around,”
says Christie. It took a radio-building workshop to spark
her interest: “I built a radio out of a toilet-paper tube.... I
thought I did a  job because I picked up Italian radio.
It turned out I did not—I was just really close to this
international shortwave site.”

Radio Canada International

great

She began talking to locals about the complex. “Some people would hear the radio in their sink, or their
fridge.... I was jealous because my sink didn’t play the radio,” she says. Research led her to the 

, in which corroded metal acts as a radio diode, something that engineers normally strive to prevent. “I
thought, ‘My gosh, if there’s instructions on how to stop this, I should be able to reverse engineer and create
it.’ ”

rusty bolt
effect

https://spectrum.ieee.org/author/cass-stephen
http://www.amandadawnchristie.ca/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/indepth/80th_anniversary.shtml
https://www.voanews.com/a/voa-celebrates-75-years-on-the-air/3701252.html
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/capsule-review/2004-05-01/soft-power-means-success-world-politics
http://www.rcinet.ca/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rusty_bolt_effect


This led to , in which Christie attached a sink to a long loop of
copper pipe, with a wonky solder joint as the diode. She took it to the salt marsh surrounding the RCI
transmitters and got to know the engineers on-site: “We looked at topographical maps to see where I could
take the sink and at what time it would be likely to pick up a signal.” Christie’s sink radio turned out to be
about 40 meters too short in the pipe department, but soon she was hearing all kinds of stories about RCI
from neighbors. For example, “in the 1950s, there were two dairy farms, [and anytime there was a broadcast
to Africa] their lights would come on, not all the way, but just sort of glow,” she says. Christie began
recording these stories, which led to her next major radio-inspired work, a 2016 film called 

. The film is made up mostly of the recordings played over footage of the RCI site’s 13 masts.

 The Marshland Radio Plumbing Project

Spectres of
Shortwave

Photo: Amanda Dawn Christie

 Amanda Dawn Christie is also the creator of a sink designed to pick up shortwave.Radio in the Reeds:

Christie also began using  to record the sounds of the masts vibrating in the wind. These
droning tones were filtered to create a musical scale. The masts were finally demolished in 2014, and at the
end of , Christie uses these drones as an affecting chorus that gradually stills as each
mast falls.

contact microphones

 Spectres of Shortwave

http://www.amandadawnchristie.ca/spectres-of-shortwave/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contact_microphone


The unusual nature of has meant that Christie has had difficulty showing it. “It’s too
experimental for mainstream festivals, and it’s too narrative for experimental festivals!” she says ruefully.
(Readers in Montreal between 15 November 2018 and 26 January 2019 can catch screenings at the 
art center.)

Spectres of Shortwave 

Dazibao

The tower sounds led to performances. For , Christie plays a theremin
rigged to sound the different drones and trigger images of the masts. This solo piece was also incorporated
into a complex, three-person 2017 performance called  

Requiem for Radio: Pulse Decay

Requiem for Radio: Full Quiet Flutter.

Although the RCI site is gone, Christie’s art is still focused on radio waves: “I just built a cello that has a loop
antenna and AM transmitter instead of a resonating body. I’m looking forward to refining it and composing
music for it.”

This article appears in the October 2018 print issue as “The Radio Elegist.”

https://dazibao.art/
http://www.amandadawnchristie.ca/requiem-for-radio/
http://www.amandadawnchristie.ca/rfr-full-quiet-flutter/

